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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain both high pattern inspection . 
precision and fast inspecting processing speed by storing and holding 
graphic information extracted by a preliminarily expanding means, 
composing element figures of respective pieces of graphic information, 
ajnd substituting the new element figures. 

SOLUTION: An adjacent graphic detecting circuit 36 judges whether or 
not graphics can be put together and approximated by comparing 
vertex coordinates of newly read-in graphics with vertex coordinates 
which are previously held inside, and holds the addresses of those 
graphics when it is judged that they can be put together. A graphic 
approximate substituting circuit 37 outputs graphic information from a 
graphic information cache memory 35 as it is to graphic expanding 
means 40A to 40C composed of graphic expanding circuits and a 
pattern memories as to a graphic group which does not have 
discrimination information showing that composition is possible. For a 
graphic group having the identification information, a composite graphic 
shape is calculated by being approximated by one graphic, the graphic 
information in the graphic information cache memory 35 is rewritten, 
and the rewritten approximate graphic is outputted to the graphic 
expanding means 40A to 40C. 
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